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In a recent interview with six foreign reporters in Mexico City, rebel representative Miguel Saenz
said that in 1988, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) plans to intensify the war
"in the urban zones" with the objective of eventually provoking an insurrection. Saenz, a member
of the FMLN's political-diplomatic commission, is an exiled member of the Salvadoran Communist
Party, one of five organizations in the FMLN. The interview took place at the rebels' offices in the
Mexican capital. Next, the rebel official said the FMLN plans to pursue a "policy of alliances with
other sectors" in the country, including political and union adversaries. For Saenz, the Salvadoran
legislative and local elections scheduled for March 20 are "part of the counterinsurgency plan"
of President Jose Napoleon Duarte's government. "Why should we legitimize the elections or
accept the results?...In zones we control, we are not going to permit elections to take place. We have
the military capacity to prevent the elections from taking place." Saenz asserted that the FMLN
"controls 33% of the country," including more than 100 of the 262 municipalities electing local
governments. He declined to say how many of the elections for 60 National Assembly seats the
rebels would be able to prevent. Saenz warned that politicians who defy the FMLN's injunctions
risk "inconveniences." Saenz said the Feb. 17 attack on an Army base and cotton cooperative in
Usulutan (eastern El Salvador) was part of the FMLN's anti-election campaign. In the attack, the
rebels killed five soldiers and seven civilians, wounded six soldiers and six civilians, and destroyed
several civilian residences. When asked about the civilian casualties, Saenz said, "It's a war. The
Army uses heavy weapons and so do we. Even though we plan well, in a war there's a human cost
sometimes." He said the rebels also have "a new plan for international work" in 1988 to achieve
"better solidarity" with US and European support groups and obtain increased aid from them. "We
have been developing for years in the United States," Saenz said, adding that the FMLN received
aid both "directly and indirectly" from private foreign groups. He did not name any groups or
specify amounts of aid. (Basic data from Washington Post, 03/09/88)
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